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2014 Whitley Award Winners 

WFN celebrates outstanding local conservation leaders working in biodiversity-rich, 

resource-poor countries through Whitley Awards of £35,000 in project funding over one 

year. The Awards are the result of a competitive process and are presented by our patron, 

HRH The Princess Royal, at an annual ceremony in London. Each year WFN also gives a 

previous winner the prestigious Whitley Gold Award, a funding and profile prize worth 

up to £50,000, in recognition of their outstanding contribution to conservation. 

Nine Whitley Awards were given in 2014 with thanks to our donors: 
 
Jean Wiener *Whitley Gold Award*  
Winner of the Whitley Gold Award donated by The Friends and The Scottish Friends of 
The Whitley Fund for Nature 

 
Shivani Bhalla  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by The Garden House School Parentsõ 
Association 
 
Tess Gatan-Balbas  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by WWF-UK 
 
Monica Gonzalez  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by Sarah Chenevix-Trench 
 
Melvin Gumal 
Winner of the Whitley Award for Conservation in Ape Habitats donated by the Arcus 
Foundation 
 
Paula Kahumbu  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by The LJC Fund in memory of Anthea and 
Lindsey Turner 
 
Fitry Pakiding  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by The Shears Foundation 
 
Stoycho Stoychev  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by Fondation Segré 
 
Luis Torres  
Winner of the Whitley Award donated by The William Brake Charitable Trust in memory 
of William Brake 
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2014 Whitley Award Winners 
 

 

Left to right: Shivani Bhalla (Kenya), Monica Gonzalez (Ecuador), Luis Torres (Cuba), Paula 

Kahumbu (Kenya), Jean Wiener (Haiti ), Tess Gatan Balbas (Philippines), Stoycho Stoychev 

(Bulgaria), Fitry Pakiding (Indonesia), Melvin Gumal (Malaysia). 

 

Location Map of 2014 Winner Projects 
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PR: Boosting Winnersõ Profiles 

As well as providing winners with significant financial support, WFN works to accelerate 

the career paths of Whitley Award recipients by helping them to raise their profile, 

expand their network and inspire others.  

 

Through Boffin Media, we provide winners with professional training for radio, TV and 

print interviews; whilst also offering speech training with speech coach Caroline Black. 

This ensures winners can communicate the impact of their work and raise awareness of 

conservation issues at the local and national level. We also work with a specialist 

environmental PR agency, Firebird, to secure media coverage for winners both in the UK 

and in their home countries.  

 

Recognised internationally as a highly prestigious prize, receiving the Whitley Award 

gives winners a platform from which to highlight their work. Winners frequently tell us 

that the achievement of, and associated media coverage from winning the Award has 

given them increased access to and more authority among decision-makers, and has led 

to new funding opportunites. 

 

This dossier showcases the PR success of the 2014 Whitley Award winners, Partnership 

Funding winners and previous winners who have received coverage this year, which has 

reached audiences numbering several million people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shivani Bhalla receiving professional media training from Boffin Media trainers; sponsored by HSBC 
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2014 PR IMPACT  
PR Coverage Summary*: 

Å 186 items in total  

Å 151 articles online (excluding social media interactions, e.g. comments, likes, retweets, 
etc) 

Å 17 broadcast features, including TV and radio interviews  

Å 5 items in magazines  

Å 1 item in national UK newspapers 

Å 12 item in international newspapers 
 

*These figures are based on coverage tracked by Firebird PR and WFN without a formal media 

monitoring service in place; therefore they represent a conservative estimate. Not all coverage will be 

captured, especially internationally, and some audience reach figures are unavailable. 

Coverage highlights include: 

Å London Evening Standard (Circulation: 900,000) 

Å London Evening Standard Online (visitors per month: 4.7 million) 

Å BBC Online (visitors per month: 64 million) 

Å Guardian Online (visitors per month: 15.1 million) 

Å National Geographic Kids (Circulation: 70,000) 

Å BBC World Service Africa; Indonesia  

Å BBC Science in Action 

Å The Jakarta Post - Indonesia 

Å bTV ð National Bulgarian News Agency and Television Station 

Å El Diario Vasco ð Spain (circulation: 70,000) 

Å Agencia EFE ð Spanish News Agency  

Å The New Straits Times ð Malaysia 

Å Capital News FM ð Kenya 
 

Long-term PR opportunities:  

Å BBC Radio 4 Shared Planet (listeners: 1.3 million) 

Å BBC Natural World (TV) 

Å Lion TV 

Å Icon Films 
 

Liaison with embassies and consulates, as well as winnersõ affiliated university/NGO PR 
contacts. 
 
Media Attendance on Thursday 8 May 2014: 

Å Pre-awards press conference attendance - 4  journalists, 5 Embassy attendees 

Å Evening awards ceremony attendance - 7 journalists, 5 Embassy attendees   
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Name Title  Media 

Jessica Aldred Environment Production 

Editor 

The Guardian 

Alex Brisland Senior Development 

Researcher 

Icon Films 

Vania Guetova Freelance Freelance (Bulgarian Journalist) 

Tom Heap Journalist BBC (Countryfile & Costing 

the Earth) 

Georgia Harrison Senior Staff Writer National Geographic Kids 

Pete Johnson Marketing Director National Geographic Kids 

Bill Locke Head of Special Projects Lion TV 

Jackie Paige Freelance Writer Freelance (Environment) 

Ellie Sans Researcher  Shared Planet, BBC Natural 

History Unit  

Oliver Steeds Freelance Writer Freelance (Environment) 

Embassy Staff 

Eugenia Aviles First Secretary Embassy of Ecuador 

Minister Cuty Garcia Minister at the Embassy of 

Ecuador 

Embassy of Ecuador 

Margaret Lesuuda Education Attaché Kenya High Commission 

Ambassador Jackline 

Yonga 

Deputy Head of the Kenyan 

High Commission 

Kenya High Commission 

Ambassador  Hamzah 

Thayeb 

Ambassador at the Embassy 

of the Republic of Indonesia 

Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia 

Heni Hamidah First Secretary, Information 

and Socio-Cultural Affairs 

Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia 

Yudho Priambudi 

Asruchin 

Third Secretary, Information 

and Socio-Cultural Affairs 

Embassy of the Republic of 

Indonesia 

Ricardo Lama Camejo Scientific and Academic 

Affairs 

Cuban Press Attaché 
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Additional media interest: 

Name Title  Media 

Bunmi Akpata-Ohohe Journalist Africa Today Magazine 

Karl Malakunas Manila Bureau Chief and 

Asia-Pacific Environment 

Editor 

Agence France-Presse 

Natalia Pianzola Journalist BBC Americas 

Rohmatin Bonasir Journalist BBC Indonesia 

Jim Farthing Production Management 

Assistant 

BBC Natural History Radio 

Anna Place Researcher BBC Natural World 

Karen Thomas   BBC Natural World 

Ben Hoare Features Editor  BBC Wildlife   

Ania Lichtarowicz Producer of Science in 

Action 

BBC World Service  

Eugeniy Kaydamov Journalist Bulgaria News 

Mr Zhang Zhe London Bureau Chief China Radio International 

Ben Spencer Journalist, Science and 

Environment 

Daily Mail 

Sophie Benger Senior Press Officer Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office 

Adrian Seymour Freelance Film Maker Freelance (BBC Documentary) 

Kelvin Boot Freelance Writer Freelance (BBC Natural 

History) 

Ms Aki Ito Freelance Writer Freelance (Japan) 

Oliver Steeds  Freelance Writer Freelance (Environmental 

Journalist) 

Rupi Mangat Freelance Writer Freelance (Kenya) 

Henry Nicholls Freelance Writer and 

Broadcaster 

Freelance (New Scientist, 

Focus, BBC Wildlife, Nature) 

Tim Herbert Editor National Geographic Kids 
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Roger Webb Series Editor Natural World 

Fergus Beeley   Managing Director Nature Conservation Channnel 

Vill ( Bill) Visaya Philippine Daily Inquirer News Correspondent  

Marcela Gutiérrez 

Bobadilla 

UK Correspondent Notimex (Mexican News 

Agency) 

Vill Visaya News Correspondent  Philippine Daily Inquirer 

Emily Beament Environment 

Correspondent 

Press Association 

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang H. 

Thome  

Journalist Several Regional Publications 

(East Africa & Indian Ocean)  

Charles Clover Freelance Writer Sunday Times 

Jessamy Calkin Features Editor  Telegraph Magazine  

Tunde Oyedoyin Journalist The (Nigerian) Guardian 

Ted Malanda Editor The East African Standard 

Mark Barber Special reports editor The Times 

Rovenna Cousins Special Projects Manager WENN 

Mary Dixon Vice President, 

Communications 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Brian Keating Wildlife Expert and 

Anthropology Professor 
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Broadcast 

BBC World Service: Science In Action 
8th May 2014 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01yqn1j   
5.1 million listeners per week 

Presented by Jack Stewart 
Interview with Jean Wiener (Gold Award Winner) and Catherine Faulks (WFN 

Trustee) 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01yqn1j
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Print 

London Evening Standard ð UK Newspaper 
12th May 2014 

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners -diary/birthday -boy-david-
attenborough-has-a-wild-night-out-9345368.html  

Circulation of 900,000 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/birthday-boy-david-attenborough-has-a-wild-night-out-9345368.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/birthday-boy-david-attenborough-has-a-wild-night-out-9345368.html
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National Geographic Kids ð UK Magazine 
July 2014 

Circulation of 70,000 
Readership of 190,000 
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Websites 
BBC Online ð Nature News 

9th May 2014 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/27324314 

64 million visitors per month 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/27324314
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